Clemency Section�Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles�8610 Shoal Creek Blvd.�Austin TX 78757-6814 - USA


FAX 00 1 512 467 09 45


Re: Case Hank Skinner #999143


Dear Members of the Board of Pardons and Paroles,


In the interest of justice, I am writing to you with the hope that you will recommend the death sentence of Hank Skinner be commuted to life in prison to the Governor. Mr. Skinner is scheduled to be executed on February 24, 2010; however, he has a strong innocence claim and needs the opportunity to prove his innocence; a chance he has not been granted during his appeals. 


The state of Texas has the highest number of exonerations by DNA testing, and I am particularly concerned that the state is about to execute another innocent man. The fact is, Mr. Skinner was sentenced to death based on a perjured testimony and circumstantial evidence. The prosecution team in this case was able to secure a conviction based on one witness’ testimony; a witness who later recanted and reported that she was threatened into making a false statement by the police department. Further, she also reported that her trial testimony was based on a script that was supplied by the district attorney's office. This sounds very wrong to start off with.


To make matters worse, the little forensic analysis that was done before Mr. Skinner’s trial actually excluded him as the killer; but the jury did not get to hear this, nor did they get to hear several other relevant facts and witnesses that could clear him of this crime. ��Mr. Skinner is being further denied justice in his quest to prove his innocence, because his motions for DNA testing have been repeatedly denied by the courts; even though he has always offered to pay for the cost. The state is withholding a substantial amount of important evidence that can be tested; evidence that I believe will reveal the truth about Mr. Skinner’s innocence. 





Therefore, in the interest of truth, I strongly urge you to demonstrate your respect for justice and human life by doing everything in your power to recommend that the death sentence of Hank Skinner be commuted to life in prison; it is the only way that justice can be served in this case now. 





Thank you for your time and attention to this serious matter.





Respectfully,


Nom / adresse (+ préciser FRANCE) / date / signature


